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Tickets are $75 per couple and 
$40 for individuals and they 
will be sold in advance at the 
Alumni Center, Monday-Friday, 
from 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and 
online at mcneesealumni.com/
diamondjubilee.  

The celebration will begin at 6 
p.m. with special performances by 
student groups and faculty from 
the Department of Performing 
Arts. The Backyard Cowboys band 
will perform from 7-9 p.m. 

“We will be using the new 
Robert Noland Pavilion and 
entertainment stages will be 
located outside in the Alumni 
Grove and in the Center,” 
McNeese Alumni Affairs Director 
Joyce Patterson said.

In addition to great food and 
open bar, there will be a silent 
auction, photo booth for souvenir 
photos, a commemorative gift for 
all attendees.

“We want McNeese alumni, 
foundation members, boosters, 
friends of McNeese, civic leaders, 

students and anyone who has 
a love for the university to 
attend the Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration,” said Patterson. “We 
need to ‘stand up’ and show our 
pride and support for McNeese 
so others – local businesses, 
corporations, potential students 
and their parents – will want to 
do the same. So get your tickets 
early and lets have a McNeese-
size celebration!” 

Your Jubilee ticket also includes 
a special VIP “behind the scenes” 
tour of the new Budweiser 
Clydesdales Enhanced Stable 
Experience. A company 
ambassador will guide guests 
through the specially designed 
120’x60’ tent that includes the 
individual stalls, the Clydesdale 
Theatre and Legacy Kiosk that 
includes hands-on authentic hitch 
driving lines and a display of the 
custom designed and handcrafted 
ornamental harness and collars. 

The special tour provides an 
in-depth look at what it takes for 
horses to make the hitch team 

and at the Clydesdale training 
process. Jubilee guests will get 
a sneak peek at the grooming 
area and what goes on to prepare 
the world famous Clydesdales 
for their public appearances as 
well as photo opportunities with 
these “Gentle Giants” and their 
Dalmatian mascot. 

McNeese is just the sixth stop 
- and the first university - in the 
country for the new Enhanced 
Stable Experience. 

The restored, turn-of-the-century 
red beer wagon will be located 
inside the Grove and special 
sampling from the wagon will be 
offered to guests over the age of 21.

Visit 75th.mcneese.edu for 
more details.

On Friday, Oct. 17, McNeese 
will host a 75th Anniversary 
Diamond Jubilee for all alumni, 
friends, faculty, staff and students 
at the Stream Alumni Center.  

Backyard Cowboys

McNeese Steel Drum Band

Enhanced Stable Experience
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James David Cain, Jr. (’90)

Marty DeRouen (’87)
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Chris Rhame (’93):

I am a graduate of the Class of ’93. I truly enjoyed my experience at McNeese State University. The 
low student-to-teacher ratio allowed me to interact with my instructors beyond the classroom.

Betty Manchac (’78):

My first encounter with McNeese State University was as a high school student attending one 
evening class each week in a Fortran IV computer programming class. The computer’s “brain” was 
housed in a very large room with stations set up with terminals. My second experience was as a 
very young mother of two children. McNeese had initiated a nursery as a child development class 
for psychology and nursing students. The warm, compassionate instructors molded a young naïve 
mother into one of the strongest and determined nurses graduating from a bachelor’s degree program 
at McNeese State University. It was one of the most exciting times in my life.

The Pride of McNeese Marching Band has new uniforms this year. They debuted at the 
first home football game for the Cowboys on Sept. 13. The new uniforms replace those 
purchased in 2007 thanks to the generosity of William Voris (Bill) and Betty King, the 
McNeese Foundation and the McNeese Alumni Mavericks. The average life of a band 
uniform is eight to 10 years.

The students will be dressed in a contemporary style uniform made of polyester blend, a lighter and more durable material, 
that includes bibbed royal blue pants, a royal blue/black jacket with white and gold accents on the front, with the McNeese 
“M” logo embroidered on the right chest, the McNeese Cowboy logo embroidered on the back, gauntlets and a cavalier 
style hat with a white plume. The uniforms were made by DeMoulin Bros. and Co. located in Greenville, Ill. 

Two hundred and fifty uniforms were ordered, according to Dr. Jay Jacobs, conductor of university bands for McNeese, who 
also says there will be a couple other surprises for fans later in the season. 

“We are incredibly grateful for the generosity of those who made this possible,” said Jacobs. “The design provides better 
branding for the university. With the addition of the distinctive logos, the band will be immediately recognized as 
‘The Pride of McNeese.’ The new uniforms will be a very visual celebration of the McNeese 75th anniversary and the 
contemporary (yet, traditionally collegiate) style will attract future generations of students to the university band program. 
With our new look, the band members will continue to proudly represent McNeese and the Lake Charles community.”

New Look for 
Pride of McNeese
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A Small Way to Make a 
Big Difference

McNeese State University and UMB CardPartner 
have joined forces to launch the McNeese Alumni 

Association affinity Visa® Platinum Rewards 
Card. For the life of the card program, the Alumni 

Association will receive a portion of every dollar that 
each cardholder charges. The McNeese Alumni Visa® 

Platinum Rewards card offers qualified cardholders 
exceptional benefits including competitive rates and 

terms.

Five full-color McNeese customized cards have been 
designed and cardholders have the option to create 
their own personalized card. Cardholders can earn 

redeemable rewards points by shopping at participating 
retailers, while having fraud protection and 24/7 

emergency customer service.

“Using the McNeese Alumni Association Visa® affinity 
Platinum Rewards credit card for everyday purchases 

is an easy way for supporters to help their alma 
mater. Whenever I use my card, people stop to 

ask about McNeese. Even when we travel, people 
from around the country will learn something about 

McNeese. The card is like a small traveling billboard,” 
said Joyce Patterson, director for alumni affairs.

Find out more about the card and apply online by 
visiting cardpartner.com/pro/app/mcneese-

alumni-association 

Cruises along the coast of Alaska and to the 

Mediterranean are being offered in 2015 to 

alumni, family and friends from McNeese, 

Louisiana Tech University, the University 

of Louisiana at Lafayette and University of 

Louisiana at Monroe by Go Next Travel.

The Alaskan cruise is July 7-14, 2015, and a 

$1,000 early booking savings per stateroom 

is available by Oct. 14. More information 

about the Mediterranean cruise to be 

announced later.

These trips offer free airfare from select cities 

along with 2-for-1 cruise fares aboard the 

Oceania Cruises Regatta. Go Next Travel will 

help with the travel arrangements and will 

provide an experienced program manager 

throughout the voyage.

For more information, visit www.

mcneesealumni.com/travel or contact Go 

Next Travel at 1-800-842-9023 or sschaser@

Go.Next.com. Ask for the McNeese price.

Travel is better 

with friends....

Horse and Rider Raffle
This fall, a 4-foot horse and rider statue will 
be raffled to support endowed scholarships 
at McNeese State University. The statue was 
designed for McNeese by Bernadette Navarre.

Raffle tickets are $5 each and are available at 
the McNeese Stream Alumni Center from 8 a.m.-
noon and 1-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
The McNeese Student Chapter of the Society 
for Human Resource Management will also be 

selling tickets before the kickoff at 
all home football games between 
the Cowboy Corral and the Alumni 

Grove.

The winner will be 
announced at 

the Nov. 22 
football 
game.



Noland exemplifies the definition of a 
philanthropist – one who promotes the welfare 
of others especially by the generous donation 
of money to good causes. He has established 
six endowed McNeese rodeo scholarships with 
a $724,500 donation, funded numerous other 
McNeese scholarships, including the Robert 
Noland Nursing Scholarship, Powell Timber 
Company Scholarship, and the Helen Weber 
Harris Memorial Scholarship. He has generously 
supported McNeese athletics in innumerable 
ways.  Just a few of which include funding the 
resurfacing of the McNeese football field with 
artificial turf and the renovation of Cowboy 
Stadium.  The Noland Family SkyRanch, which 
houses private suites, club seating and the 
press facilities, is named in honor of his family.  

“Robert and I attended McNeese together and it 
still amazes me how he can find new and unique 
ways to support McNeese,” stated Alumni Affairs 
Director Joyce Patterson.   “For instance, he 
purchased a 2009 Prevost 55-passenger custom 
motor coach and had it completely reconditioned 
and added a custom ‘wrap’ exterior that has the 
Cowboy logo and Web address.  Not only does 
this help to save the athletics department travel 
expenses, but it also is a mobile billboard for the 
university.”  The response was so positive that he 
just donated a  Ford truck with a custom design 
wrap for the rodeo team.

Patterson is especially excited about 
Robert’s newest donation – $460,000 
towards the construction of the Robert 
Noland Alumni Pavilion.

“The pavilion has over 5,000 square feet of 
covered area. The university can now host large 
outdoor events regardless of the weather. With 
air-conditioned restrooms, large commercial 
ceiling fans, audio/visual equipment, a kitchen 
serving area and exterior lighting, the Robert 
Noland Alumni Pavilion stands out as a state-of-
the-art university facility,” said Patterson.

“So, whether Robert is funding student 
scholarships or faculty development, athletics 
programs or the rodeo team, or an alumni 
pavilion or the new Kappa Sigma house, his 
continued generosity allows McNeese to stand 
out among the universities in the state.”

Noland’s vision has always been one of 
looking forward.  He chaired the Calcasieu 

Parish Communication E-911 District and was 
instrumental in getting the community to vote 
for the tax that would create the 911 emergency 
number program.  His hands-on approach and 
knowledge of technology was instrumental in 
the formative years of this program.  

He has served as commander of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary for the Lake Charles region, 
president of Crime Stoppers of Lake Charles, 
president of the McNeese Quarterback Club and 
has served as a director or officer in organizations 
such as the Kiwanis Club of Calcasieu Parish, 
the Bishop Noland Episcopal Day School, Camp 
Fire USA – Southwest Louisiana Council and the 
Kappa Sigma Housing Corp.

Noland serves as president and director of 
Bennett Oil Company, president, CEO, and 
director of American Sulphur & Oil Company of 
Louisiana, including the following subsidiary and 
affiliated companies:  Powell Timber Company; 
Land Management & Realty Services LLC;  W.G. 
Ragley Lumber Company; and RN Entertainment 
Company.  He previously served as a corporate 
officer or director for R & D Fashions Inc., 
Agrilectic Power Inc., Farmers Land & Canal 
Company Inc., Farmers Rice Milling Company 
Inc., W-K-N Real Estate Inc. and Hayes Lumber 
Company. He also finds time to develop real 
estate and raise Belgian, Quarterhorse and 
Standard Bred horses at his Timberland Ranch.

Robert will be recognized with the 2014 
Distinguished McNeese Alumnus Award to be 
presented during halftime ceremonies of the 
McNeese football game on Nov. 8.

Throughout McNeese’s history, there have been outstanding individuals 

who have stepped forward to assist in the university’s growth and progress.  

Robert Noland, class of 1974, is one of these notable individuals.  

2014 Distinguished
Alumnus of the Year

ROBERT NOLAND
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McNeese State University graduate and Lake Charles businessman 
Georges Homsi is the recipient of the 2014 McNeese Alumni Asso-
ciation’s Distinguished Service Award. This award recognizes alumni 
who have rendered outstanding and continuing service to the alumni 
association and the university.  

Each year, the alumni association’s board of directors selects one 
graduate who has gone above and beyond, time and again, in their 
support of McNeese. “We have a lot of wonderful alumni who sup-
port the university and the alumni association. Georges exemplifies 
the very best of the candidates, as he is always willing to help and his 
support is invaluable,” said Stephanie Clark, assistant alumni director.  

Georges grew up in a small Christian village in Lebanon, one of 
seven children. When he was 22, he immigrated to the United 
States – and specifically to Lake Charles - with the help of a family 
friend, George Abraham. He then went on to enroll at McNeese and 
graduated in 1994 with his Bachelor of Science degree in math-
ematics and statistics. 

His Lebanese culture emphasizes the importance of family and loy-
alty, values that have stayed with Georges throughout his life. These 
are the same values that he carries forward in supporting  his alma 
mater and other worthwhile causes.  

Georges attributes much of his business success to the support of his 
family. He and his brother, Sam, have successfully opened and oper-
ated two stores and a restaurant in Lake Charles. These are Homsi’s 
#1 on Broad Street, Homsi’s #2 on Kirkman Street and Cousin’s 
Lebanese Cuisine.  A third Homsi’s store opened earlier this year 
in Orange, Texas. McNeese items and memorabilia are proudly on 
display in all of his businesses.

Since 2008, Georges has helped sponsor numerous McNeese alumni 
events. The driving force behind the McNeese vs. LSU tailgate party 
in 2010, Georges garnered sponsorships and purchased, cooked and 
served all the food for over 1,500 Cowboy fans. 

He also created the idea for the official McNeese Wine and donates a 
large portion of these wine sales back to the university. He also cooks 
for McNeese booster clubs and athletic teams on a regular basis.

When asked about why he gives back, Georges explained, “Growing 
up, we were taught that family was always the most important thing. 
For me, McNeese is my family and I want to do everything I can to 
help support them.”  

The 2014 Distinguished Service 
Award recognizes an alumnus who has given 

years of personal and professional service to the 

McNeese Alumni Association and the university.
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Stephanie Clark and 
Georges Homsi at the 
Lamar Tailgate where 
he was the cook.

Georges Homsi 
and Ricky Wilson 
at the LSU 
Tailgate.



Imagine attending your 50th McNeese Class 
Reunion.  It may be hard, yet each spring alumni 
from around the country return to campus for 
their annual Golden Scholar Reunion Weekend.

Those alums who graduated 50 or more years 
ago gather each May for a weekend full of fun and 
fellowship.  The schedule includes campus tours, 
a luncheon featuring a presentation highlighting 
events and activities from their years at McNeese, 
class exhibits, an induction ceremony, breakfast and 
participation in the spring commencement ceremony.

“Their time is spent reuniting with old friends, 
making new ones, reminiscing about time spent 
on campus and getting a first-hand look at 
campus growth and improvements,” according to 
Stephanie Clark, alumni affairs assistant director.  
“First time attendees are inducted into the Golden 
Scholar Society by the university president 
and they receive their special Golden Scholar 
lapel pin from the alumni president.” They also 
have the honor of leading the commencement 
processional for the spring graduating class and 
being recognized as very special guests by the 
university president.  It is at this time that over 
6,000 attendees applaud their dedication and 
commitment to McNeese.”

“Our Golden Scholars are a very special group of 
alumni.  They have laid the strong foundation that has 
allowed McNeese to become a nationally recognized 

  Here are a few of the comments from the May 2014 attendees:
It was great to visit with past classmates and to see all the new facilities.  It made 
me proud to be a McNeese alumnus.

I was hesitant about attending but I’m VERY happy I did.  It was great to see former 
classmates.  I hope to attend future programs even though we live in Florida.

A privilege to be part of the celebration!  Thanks again for this great honor!

Very impressed with campus facilities and academic programs.  It was a great 
experience.

Golden Scholars

A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING
A $4 million gift from the H.C. Drew Estate Endowment will support the construction of the new 

McNeese State University Health and Human Performance Educational Complex. The entire 

donation, more than $4.3 million, is the second largest single private gift to McNeese.

“The trustees of the Drew Estate, Beau Barbe and Wade Shaddock, are strong supporters of 

McNeese and education,” said McNeese President Dr. Philip Williams. “This gift during our 75th 

anniversary celebration reflects the role McNeese will play as we pioneer the future of higher 

education in Southwest Louisiana.” 

Williams added, “The trustees prefer to let their generosity go without fanfare, but we convinced 

them that letting us announce this gift will encourage other donors to invest in McNeese.”

Since 1981, the H.C. Drew Estate Endowment has provided funds for academic scholarships at 

McNeese. “From 50 scholarships in 1981 to more than 250 this year, more than 3,200 McNeese 

students have directly benefited from H.C. Drew funds,” said Richard Reid, vice president for 

university advancement and executive vice president of the McNeese Foundation. 

On hand for the $4.3 million gift presentation from 

the H.C. Drew Estate Endowment are from left seated: 

Richard Reid, vice president for university advancement 

and executive vice president of the McNeese Foundation, 

McNeese President Dr. Philip Williams, Wade Shaddock 

and Beau Barbe, trustees of the H.C. Drew Estate, 

and standing , Rick Richard, chair of the McNeese 

Foundation’s 75th anniversary campaign. 

institution of higher learning.  Their ‘Cowboy Spirit’ and love for McNeese are just as 
strong today as it was 50 plus years ago.  As alumni and staff, we love having them come 
home for Reunion Weekend,” stated Joyce Patterson, alumni affairs director.

So when the notice to attend the Golden Scholar Reunion Weekend arrives,  be 
sure to make your plans to attend. 

And for those who just recently graduated, you can always come back for 
Homecoming Week Oct. 13-18. McNeese will continue the 75th anniversary 
celebration with the traditional parade, fireworks show, pep rally, reunions, tailgating 
and Saturday night football in The Hole. It doesn’t get any better than this! 
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While everyone else is “talking” about 
innovation, McNeese has been quietly 
becoming the University of Innovation.  
In 2011 McNeese became the second 
university in the United States to 
offer a minor in innovation.  These 
courses show students how to create 
an idea, communicate its concept and 
commercialize the product.  

According to Janet Woolman, executive 
director of economic development at 
McNeese, “We also use the ‘Fail Fast – 
Fail Cheap’ approach which encourages 
teams to come up with as many new ideas 
or inventions as they can.  We then use 
the innovation system so students can 
discover which ideas are feasible and 
which are not.  This saves considerable 
time and money and sets individuals up for 
success by allowing them to commercialize 
the best idea.”    

The Student Innovation Center is located 
in the SEED Center and is designed to 
promote a creative, interactive learning 
environment that encourages students 
from all majors to become innovative 
decision makers and problem solvers.  

For example, Dr. William Dees, McNeese 
professor of biological science, noticed 
that the mosquitos he captures in a 
square cage for a research project were 
all clustering in the corners.  Because of 
this, he could not accurately determine if a 
plant extract he was testing was repelling 
mosquitos or if it was some other variable 
impacting mosquito behavior.  McNeese 
students from visual arts, engineering, 
biology and innovation worked together 
to design a new type of cage for Dr. Dees’ 

research. Using resources in the McNeese 
Innovation Lab the students designed 
and produced a 3D prototype, conducted 
testing and produced animation to 
demonstrate the concept.

Woolman said McNeese’s comprehensive 
innovation program has numerous 
components that work together to offer 
one of the best Innovation curricula in 
the country.  “The Student Innovation 
Lab brings students and faculty together, 
across disciplines, to find workable 
solutions to problems.”  

McNeese is also one of 19 universities 
in the nation awarded a grant by the 
Economic Development Administration 
to advance and strengthen regional 
economies.  

“This enabled McNeese to work with 
the Port of West Cameron and Winrock 
International to design a survey to find 
out the needs of entrepreneurs and small 
businesses interested in locating to or 
expanding in Cameron to better serve the 
needs of the burgeoning LNG industry,” 
explained Woolman.

McNeese has also worked with the 
Chamber Southwest and Entergy Corp. to 
explore new concepts and services that 
draw business, family and professionals 
to Southwest Louisiana.  

“We are also developing a software 
solution called the Innovation 
Marketplace that will connect the 
expertise of faculty with business, 
industries and local organizations. 
McNeese faculty will be able to list their 
certifications, expertise, qualifications 
and interests so that businesses can 

locate faculty who are interested 
in conducting research, offering 
consulting services, providing training, 
public speaking and service learning 
opportunities,” Woolman said.

McNeese is also taking the lead in 
emerging technologies. It is one of the 
first universities in the nation to roll out 
a program featuring the use of Google 
Glass, the newest in lightweight wearable 
technology.  Faculty, staff and students 
are able to check out Google Glass in 
teams to conduct research, explore the 
world and enhance classroom teaching 
and learning.  An Innovation Week is 
planned for Nov. 3-6 and it will feature 
many activities for faculty, staff and the 
community.  More information on this 
event can be found at seed.mcneese.
edu/innovate-mcneese-overview.

Global 
Ventures 

in the 21st 
Century 
Require 

Innovation

If you are in need of 3D milling and 
printing services contact OED@
mcneese.edu.  Usage fees apply.
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MCNEESE

HOMECOMING
World-famous Budweiser Clydesdales will make a 
special appearance in the McNeese Homecoming Parade.

The ladies come out each fall to 
enjoy a day of bingo and fun to 
celebrate McNeese’s Homecoming. 

This is the 42nd Annual 
Homecoming Golf Tournament at 
Mallard Cove Golf Course for alumni 
and friends.
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Saturday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m., Burton Coliseum 
 Ladies Champagne Bingo 
 Theme is: “Happy Birthday, McNeese!” Tickets must be purchased in advance. 

Monday, Oct. 13, 8 p.m., Shearman Fine  Arts Performing Arts Theatre
 Performing Arts Alumni Recital

Thursday, Oct. 16, 7 p.m., Ryan Street to Cowboy Stadium
 Parade, Pep Rally, Fireworks - Sponsored by Alumni Association

Friday, Oct. 17, 8 a.m. shotgun start/Mallard Cove 
 Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament 

 6-9 p.m./Stream Alumni Center/the Grove/Noland Pavilion
 75th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee
 Food and drinks, live music - Tickets are on sale now.

Saturday, Oct. 18, 9:30-11 a.m.
 College/Department Open Houses

 2-6 p.m./Lot A/Cowboy Stadium
 Homecoming Tailgate/Cowboy Corral

 3-5:30 p.m./the Grove
 Alumni/Petrochem Tailgate - Music by Louisiana Express/with Chris Flowers

 6 p.m./Cowboy Stadium
 Cowboys vs. Abilene Christian Wildcats

For more information, call 337-475-5232 
or go online for more information at mcneesealumni.com. 

Cowboys Forever!

GOLF TOURNAMENTBINGO

2014 HOMECOMING CALENDAR2014 HOMECOMING CALENDAR
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Homecoming Title Sponsor
Christus St. Patrick Hospital

Corporate 
Coyote Blues Fresh Mexican Grill

First Federal Bank of Louisiana

JD Bank 

Lake Charles Coca-Cola

Lake Charles Rubber & Gasket Co., LLC

Lake Charles Toyota

L’Auberge Casino Resort Lake Charles 

Meyer & Associates, Inc.

Morgan Stanley MSU Alumni

Raising Cane’s

Southside Machine Works, Inc.

Associate  

Advanced MRI

Gordon’s Drugs & Fine Gifts

McElroy, Quirk & Burch, CPAs 

MidSouth Bank

Sabine Pools, Spas & Furniture

Sanders Pediatric Dentistry

Scalisi, Myers & White (APC)

Southwest Louisiana Convention & Visitors 
Bureau

Terranova & Prejean, CPAs

Through the efforts of Ben Marriner, president of Southwest Beverage Co., 
the world-famous Budweiser Clydesdales will make a special appearance in 
the McNeese Homecoming Parade at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 16.  

Marriner, a member of the McNeese Foundation Board of Directors, 
said he “is pleased to bring the Budweiser Clydesdales for the 75th 
anniversary celebration.” Usually seen on television commercials during 
major sporting events, parades like the Rose Bowl and even presidential 
inaugurations, the “Gentle Giants” as they are known make hundreds 
of appearances each year at special events throughout the country. 
Arranging an appearance by the eight-horse team is not an easy process, 
and Marriner has been working with McNeese officials and Anheuser-
Busch for months on the proposal.

The Clydesdales’ appearance will also include a new enhanced stable 
experience that highlights the history and tradition of the iconic horses. 
The traveling stable and theatre will be located in the football stadium lot 
next to the Stream Alumni Center. McNeese will be just the sixth stop 
in the country for this exciting display that features video and hands-on 
exhibits as well as the famous red wagon and, of course, the horses.

Horses chosen for the Budweiser Clydesdale hitch must be at least 3 
years of age, stand approximately 18 hands – or 6 feet – at the shoulder, 
weigh an average of 2,000 pounds, must be bay in color, have four white 
legs, and a blaze of white on the face and black mane and tail.  A gentle 
temperament is very important as hitch horses meet millions of people 
each year.

A single Clydesdale hitch horse will consume as much as 20-25 quarts of 
feed, 40-50 pounds of hay and 30 gallons of water per day.

Each hitch travels with a Dalmatian.  In the early days of brewing, 
Dalmatians were bred and trained to protect the horses and guard the 
wagon when the driver went inside to make deliveries.

There will also be private tours for the media and special guests on 
Wednesday, Oct. 15, and all ticket holders for the 75th Anniversary 
Diamond Jubilee event on Friday, Oct. 17, will get a special VIP tour of 
the stable experience. The public can view the Clydesdales on Saturday, 
Oct. 18, from noon-6 p.m. Come out for the Cowboy Corral activities 
and alumni tailgating and stop by and see one of the most famous 
corporate symbols in the world.

This is the 42nd Annual 
Homecoming Golf Tournament at 
Mallard Cove Golf Course for alumni 
and friends.

The Homecoming Parade is one of 
the largest parades in Lake Charles 
and also one of the longest running 
traditions at McNeese. This year, 
Homecoming Kings and Queens from 
over seven decades will return to 
ride in the parade.

Sponsorships Support McNeese

Cowboys Forever!

GOLF TOURNAMENT HOMECOMING PARADE



Lake Charles and the five parishes that comprise Southwest Louisiana 

are described as being at the epicenter of Louisiana’s future economic 

growth. With over $77 billion in economic development projects in 

progress or announced, McNeese is in a prime position to provide 

science, engineering, math and computer science graduates that 

will be in high demand for the expanding 

industrial facilities. 

The economic and population growth will 

also drive demand for McNeese graduates in 

business, healthcare, allied health services, 

education, agriculture, criminal justice, 

recreation, tourism and entertainment. 

“With the growth in economic development 

coming to Southwest Louisiana, there will 

be numerous job opportunities for our 

graduates who wish to come back to this 

area,” said Patterson. Several websites with 

job listings that McNeese alumni might be 

interested in are: louisianajobconnection.

com and laworks.net (look for Louisiana 

Star Jobs). Also, the Louisiana Economic 

Development Office is working with the Southwest Louisiana Economic 

Development Alliance to create a similar local jobs website. Alumni can 

check the alliance website at allianceswla.org for future information.

Each fall and spring, McNeese hosts a preview day for high school 

students and their families. These campus-wide open houses offer 

prospective students a chance to learn about degree programs, 

financial aid, scholarships, leadership opportunities, student 

organizations, campus housing and to meet faculty and staff.

Kara Smith, director of admissions and recruiting, said, “We encourage 

McNeese alumni to tell their friends and invite them to our fall 

preview day on Nov. 22 or the spring event on March 21.” Prospective 

students and parents can also schedule personal campus tours 

anytime during the year through the Admissions and Recruiting Office. 

Smith said the Web address becomeacowboy.com 

takes you directly to the admissions and recruiting 

Web page.

McNeese is positive about its role in pioneering 

the future. More than $70 million in construction, 

renovation and physical plant upgrades are 

underway.  The faculty and staff are experts in 

their fields who care deeply about the students 

and admissions applications from academically 

qualified students increase each year.

In the fall of 2012 McNeese President Philip 

Williams released a 5-year strategic plan for 

McNeese. The University is now beginning its 

third year of the plan that addresses four main 

goals, each goal focusing on igniting innovation 

for McNeese and all of Southwest Louisiana:  first, 

to cultivate innovative teaching and learning; second, to cultivate 

innovative collaboration with an expanding list of regional partners; 

third, to cultivate a McNeese “brand” that embraces a culture of 

innovation; and fourth, to cultivate a physical environment that 

promotes a spirit of innovation.

For more information and updates on the strategic plan, visit 

President Williams’ Web page at mcneese.edu/president and click on 

the strategic planning reports or Dr. Williams’ blogs.

As McNeese celebrates its 75th anniversary, you 

can learn more about the success of our graduates 

with the spotlight on our notable alumni now online 

at 75th.mcneese.edu/alumni75.html. Among 

these are a Pultizer Prize winner, the first 

doctor to perform artificial heart transplant 

surgery, one of the first inductees into the National Teachers 

Hall of Fame, an NBA Hall of Fame member, Medal of Honor 

recipients, an Emmy Award-winning producer and CEOs of 

major businesses and corporations around the world.

Notable AlumniNotable Alumni

 McNeese
   Ready to Pioneer the Future

McNEESE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
mcneesealumni.com  Vol. 62 Issue 1-Fall 2014



PAGE

11

In this issue   A Long-standing Partnership  pg. 14

FALL  2013 ,  VOLUME 6  ISSUE  1

Put Me In

Coach 
pg. 6

PAGE

11

The 75th anniversary provides 
an opportunity for McNeese 
alumni to celebrate the many 
institutional accomplishments, 
achievements by faculty, 
students and graduates and the 
transformation of the campus 
over the past 75 years.

A special campaign was launched to 
bring the holdings of the McNeese 
Foundation to $75 million by 
the end of the 75th anniversary. 
Alumni are receiving class letters 

asking them to make a special 
donation this year towards this 
unique campaign.  

Many donors are electing to 
establish or increase their 
endowed scholarships. These 
scholarships assist academically 
qualified students with bridging 
the gap between the actual 
cost of attendance and any 
financial aid they receive. In 
many cases, the scholarships 
are the difference between 
a student dropping out for 
financial reasons or taking longer 
to graduate because they are 
working nearly full time.

Joyce and John Stubblefield 
recently endowed two new 
scholarships through the 
McNeese Foundation.

“The first scholarship that we 
endowed several years ago was 

named for my parents,” John said. 
“Joyce and I enjoy visiting with 
our recipient during the annual 
Foundation Scholarship Brunch.  
We can follow the student’s 
growth and accomplishments 
over the years and can see how 
much the scholarship has meant 
to each recipient. It is also a 
lifetime reminder of my parents 
and how much McNeese has 
done for me and my family.”

Joyce and John are also very 
active in McNeese events and 
activities. Joyce serves as the 
alumni affairs director and John 
is a local physician and volunteer 
extraordinaire for all alumni events.

“When I started at McNeese, 
my mother was a widow with 
three children living on a limited 
income,” Joyce said. “I was a first 
generation college student who 
didn’t know a thing about college. 
Scholarships made it possible 
for me to get my undergraduate 
degree and the McNeese faculty 
and staff gave me the guidance 
and encouragement that I needed 
to succeed. John and I feel that by 

endowing two more scholarships, 
we can help ‘Pay It Forward’ and 
help other students receive a 
college education. And there is no 
better place than McNeese for 
them to get their degree!”

Oliver “Rick” Richard chairs the 
Foundation campaign and he 
along with Dr. Philip Williams, 
McNeese president, and Richard 
Reid, vice president for university 
advancement and executive vice 
president of the Foundation, have 
been working diligently to reach 
out to corporations, businesses, 
foundations and individuals to gain 
private donor support of McNeese.  

“We are very close to reaching our 
goal to raise $15 million and hit 
the $75 million target,” Joyce said. 
“Every donation counts and you 
can make a difference in the lives 
of students for years to come.”

For more information on named 
endowed scholarships, the 
75th anniversary campaign or 
other giving opportunities, visit 
mcneesefoundation.org or call 
337-475-5588.

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 
Provide Support 

FOR STUDENTS
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75th Anniversary Giving Opportunities
Starting with a base of $3,000 in 1965, the original mission of the McNeese Foundation was to raise funds to 
support endowments for student scholarships. Today the Foundation awards nearly $1 million each year in student 
scholarships and grants that enhance academic initiatives. 

During the 75th anniversary, the Foundation has launched the 75 for 75 campaign to bring the total assets to $75 million. 
Several unique giving opportunities are available to campaign donors.

The 15 Will Get You 20 matching gift program provides a donor contributing $15,000 to an endowed scholarship with 
a $5,000 match. Outright gifts may be made with cash, check, credit card, stock transfer, real estate transaction or 
personal property. Donors may direct the contribution and make payments over a five-year period.

Deferred gifts may be provided through life insurance proceeds, IRA beneficiary designations, estate intentions or 
other vehicles.

The McNeese Foundation offers several membership levels for donors who wish to support and be involved with 
McNeese State University on an annual basis. 

Foundation Circle memberships are available for $75 through December 2014. This entry-level membership is 
normally $100 and it includes a subscription to Pillars, the Foundation’s bi-annual magazine, an 

invitation to the annual meeting as a voting member and invitations to Friends of the Visual 
Arts events.

Each membership level includes benefits such as a McNeese Bookstore 
discount, campus parking, library and recreation complex privileges 
and tickets to theatre performances. For a complete list of McNeese 
Foundation memberships and benefits, visit mcneesefoundation.org 
and click on the Giving tab at the top of the page. 

For more information on supporting the 75th anniversary campaign, call the 
Foundation at 337-475-5588 or go online to mcneesefoundation.org. 
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Since 2000, campus 
construction or renovation 
projects totaling more than 
$117 million have been 
completed and over $72 million 
in projects are currently in the 
design or bid stages. 

U.S. News & World Report 
named McNeese one of the 
best regional universities 
in the South for the second 
consecutive year.

Nationally recognized as one 
of the top 58 public institutions 
for offering affordable tuition 
and high average salary earnings 
for its graduates, McNeese 
was also ranked third among 
Louisiana institutions for having 
the greatest lifetime return on 
investment for its graduates. 

The Master of Fine 
Arts program 
is ranked 
No. 22 in the 
nation and has 

produced award 
winning authors 

including Morri Creech, one 
of three finalists for the 2014 
Pulitzer Prize for poetry, Adam 
Johnson, winner of the 2013 
Pulitzer Prize for fiction, and 
Michael Shewmaker, recipient 
of the prestigious Wallace 
Stegner Fellowship in Poetry 
from Stanford University.

McNeese State University:
University of Innovation

Banners at McNeese was 
recognized as the 2014 
Louisiana Outstanding Arts 
Organization. Banners also 
received a 2014 Partner in 
Tourism Award from the Lake 
Charles/Southwest Louisiana 
Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau for Rouge et Blanc, 
the fall premier food and wine 
event of Southwest Louisiana.

McNeese recently became one of 
the first universities in the country 
to explore the use of Google 
Glass wearable technology for 
instruction and research.

Since 1996, 13 McNeese faculty 
members have been selected 
based on their academic merit 
for a Fulbright Scholar Award, 
the international educational 
exchange program, to conduct 
research, lecture or share 
expertise with international 
colleagues. 

McNeese is one of 19 
universities in the country 
selected to receive a grant 
awarded by the Economic 
Development Administration 
of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce to support 
ongoing initiatives that are 
focused on advancing regional 
commercialization efforts, 
entrepreneurship and a high-
skilled regional workforce.

Through a partnership 
with the Joint Readiness 
Training Center and Fort 
Polk, McNeese offers eight 
baccalaureate degrees and 
three master’s degrees to 
accommodate our service men 
and women and their families, 
as well as anyone from the 
Fort Polk community. 

The McNeese Institute 
for Industry-Education 
Collaboration is the region’s 
recognized provider of 
innovative, measurably 
effective training, continuing 
education and post-
baccalaureate certificate 
programs specifically 
designed to help industry 
enhance employees’ technical 
knowledge and prepare them 
for very specialized areas in 
their professional field. 

The petrochemical industry 
plays a large role in the 
Southwest Louisiana economy  
and the College of Engineering 
is one of the few four-year 
universities, and the only 
university in the University of 
Louisiana System, to have a 
model chemical plant featuring 
industrial grade equipment, 
instrumentation and controls to 
train future engineers in a real 
world environment. 

McNeese has grown to include 
more than 70 buildings and 
over 2,500 acres of property in 
three parishes.

Undergraduate students 
from all departments have 
a unique opportunity to 
conduct research under the 
supervision of faculty mentors 
through the Undergraduate 
Scholar and Research Program 
sponsored by the McNeese 
Alumni Association. Each 
spring the students present 
their projects to judges and the 
public and compete for cash 
awards presented by the Alumni 
Association and the opportunity 
to present their research at the 
state or national level.
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2014

cultural season
Banners.org

The Harold and Pearl Dripps 
Department of Agricultural 
Sciences maintains 2,100 acres 
of farmland in three operating 
farms located in Allen and 
Calcasieu parishes growing 
rice, corn, soybeans and hay, 
and livestock – including cattle, 
sheep, goats and swine – are 
produced and raised on the 
farms. McNeese is the only 
university in Louisiana that 
allows freshmen to engage 
in hands-on experiences on 
working farms and students gain 
practical experience to prepare 
for careers in agribusiness and 
farm operations.

McNeese is one of just a few 
four-year universities in the 
country to have a state-of-
the-art meat processing and 
production facility - the Center 
for Advancement of Meat 
Production and Processing 
(CAMPP). The Center - located 
on 16 acres just off I-10 near 
Lacassine - is used by faculty 
and students to conduct applied 
research and provide assistance 
to area meat producers. CAMPP 
also supports workforce 
development by preparing 
students for a wide variety of 
jobs in the agricultural and food 
science industry. 

McNeese has a $335 million 
annual economic impact in 
Southwest Louisiana.

Over the last 10 years, 
McNeese graduates have had an 
acceptance rate into U.S. medical 
schools almost double that of the 
national percentage rate.

The College of Business is 
among just 5% of the world’s 
business schools accredited 
by the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business 
International.

McNeese awards nearly 70% 
of the public four-year college 
degrees earned by residents of 
Southwest Louisiana.

McNeese was the first 
university in Louisiana to offer 
a concentration in forensic 
chemistry. It is one of the first 
schools in the nation to offer 
a concentration in terrorism, 
preparedness and security.

McNeese nursing graduates 
make up approximately 80% 
of all nurses working in Lake 
Charles and the five-parish area.

Approximately one-third of the 
engineers working in the local 
chemical and petrochemical 
industry are McNeese 
graduates.

The student chapter of the 
Society for Human Resource 
Management was recognized as 
one of the top 10 Outstanding 
Student Chapters in the nation 
for two consecutive years.
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In 1941, Louisiana Gov. Sam Jones stated, 
“John McNeese simply created a public school 
system for southwest Louisiana, single-
handedly and out of nothing. He saw the flame 
and had the fire. He was such a leader that his 
energies and his ideas spilled over into the 
whole educational life of the state, which he 
revitalized and to which he gave new form 
and purpose. He was solely responsible for 
the dozens of reforms and innovations – new 
efficiencies and new services to the public 
school system of the state. He earned the title of 
‘Father of Public Education’ in Louisiana.”

John McNeese became the ex officio 
superintendent of public schools for Calcasieu 
Parish in 1888. Imperial Calcasieu Parish 
included what is now Jeff Davis, Allen and 
Beauregard parishes and covered over 4,000 
square miles. Funds to support these schools 
came from no recognizable source and were 
often inadequate, which shortened school 
terms to four to six months long. 

But by 1892 the number of schools in 
Calcasieu Parish had grown to 144 with 
4,605 students. McNeese had introduced 
the idea of central ward or township schools 
that provided a realistic method of public 
school organization and administration based 
on actual needs. He created a system and 
procedure for making out school reports and 
he sent teachers uniform examinations from 
his office. He organized summer normal for 
teacher education and introduced adult night 
education courses, which became the genesis 
of a statewide program adopted years later. 
In cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, he organized various agriculture 
clubs for boys and girls.

Making note of his success, many parishes 
began adopting similar practices. By 1895 
the State Board of Education was advocating 
that all parishes model their school system 
after the one McNeese had established for 
Calcasieu Parish. 

One of McNeese’s greatest contributions was 
his constant struggle to provide decent pay 
for teachers and additional funds for school 
purposes. He spoke about this every chance 
he had. He even traveled to Baton Rouge 
and lobbied Gov. Murphy Foster Sr. to put 
a funding mechanism for public schools in 
the upcoming Constitutional Convention of 
1898. The idea of local entities voting a tax 
for public education was born. This enabled 
McNeese to bring in college graduates as 

principals and teachers and once again other 
parishes followed suit. 

McNeese was born in New York City on July 4, 
1843, of Scottish immigrants. His parents died 
when he was 9 years old and he went to live 
with Dr. Nathaniel Stafford and his family in 
Baltimore, Maryland. During the Civil War he 
rose to the rank of corporal in the Union Army 
and saw action in the Battle of Gettysburg. After 
contracting tuberculosis, he moved to Menard 
County, Texas, for the drier climate. There he 
established a mercantile and cattle business and 
served as the Postmaster and Clerk of Court. 

The Panic of 1873 took its toll on western 
businessmen. McNeese and four others began a 
long trek toward the New Orleans cattle market 
to sell his stock.  Due to a severe drought, the 
starving cattle ate large amounts of switch cane 
when crossing the Sabine River and most of the 
large herd perished.

Stranded and nearly destitute, McNeese settled 
in Oberlin and taught penmanship at Hickory 
Flat. He married Susan Bilbo, daughter of 
a pioneer family, and they moved to Lake 
Charles. He began teaching in private schools, 
and by 1887, he received his law degree from 
Tulane University. A year later he found himself 
superintendent of public education for the 
Parish of Calcasieu at a time when annual 
teacher salaries were $150 and most had no 
college degree and some lacked a secondary 
education. Most school buildings were log 
cabins with no running water or latrines. His 
25 years of service as superintendent saw taxes 
passed for public education, school buildings 
constructed, pupil enrollment greatly increased, 
teacher qualifications improved, and public 
interest in education brought to a higher level.

From early interviews with family members 
and review of family letters, it was surprising 
to discover that McNeese was a man of 
great humor. In the few surviving photos of 
McNeese he always seems to have such a stern 
countenance. But McNeese was a man who 
spent much time traveling those 4,000 square 
miles by buggy and visiting with teachers, 
families and politicians. He loved to play 
practical jokes on members of his family and is 
remembered with great fondness. 

A man who never gave up and overcame great 
hardships throughout his early years, John 
McNeese became a man of vision and progress 
and the man known as the ‘Father of Public 
Education’ in Louisiana.

Who Was John McNeese?
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Their time spent on campus created strong bonds with students from various countries and with 

their alma mater. Some have returned home while others have stayed stateside to start their 

careers and families. These students are as intertwined in the culture of McNeese as any other 

student, and for most, perhaps more so. As international students, they could not readily work 

off campus, many did not have a car for transportation and had no family members to go home to 

on weekends or holidays. The McNeese campus was their home, family, workplace and source of 

entertainment.

Trevor Foolkes, from Cork County, Ireland, came to McNeese in 1993 to run track. His 

brothers, Jason and Alan, followed in his footsteps, and from 1993 to 2006, there was at least 

one Foolkes brother on the McNeese campus. 

Alan says the idea of having sun all year round was a novel idea for a young Irishman, who was 

used to a daily dose of rain. Furthermore, for aspiring athletes, the brothers noted that the 

warm climate meant the possibility of year-round training, something they still appreciate. 

With the goal-setting mentality of athletes, the brothers’ focus and determination permeated 

their academic endeavors as well. As Alan reflected, “We used our running to get us here and 

our brains to keep us here.” 

Like many student-athletes, the Foolkes brothers worked hard to balance their demanding 

responsibilities, but with the added challenge of knowing that in order to remain in the United 

States after their student visas ended, they needed to be exceptional at something other than 

just running. Finding an employer to sponsor a work visa means having to demonstrate that you 

are not only well qualified but also possess a special talent, said Alan. 

Both Trevor and Jason are certified teachers in the Calcasieu Parish School System, both of 

whom coach, soccer and track respectively. Alan is an accountant at McMullen & Mancuso CPA. 

Jason notes that the work visa sponsorship has instilled a great deal of loyalty in him towards 

his employer, a sentiment that Alan echoes.

While their cheery Irish accents and proverbial “smiling eyes” still give them away, the three 

brothers have planted firm roots in Southwest Louisiana and are proud to call it home. In fact, 

they have always felt that Lake Charles and Cork have a lot of similarities, save the disparate 

climates. Both are close knit, family-oriented places where people understand the idea of 

complementing work and play. 

A sense of community is obvious among the Foolkes brothers who each continue to give back 

in various ways. In his free time, Alan helps coach the McNeese cross country team; Jason uses 

his skills as an English teacher to tutor athletes and often serves as the official starter at home 

meets; and Trevor balances his activities with the demands of raising four children and coaches 

youth soccer in Moss Bluff. 

Undoubtedly, with their strong family focus, one of their greatest legacies will be just that-the 

families they have built as a result of coming to McNeese to run and study. As Jason eloquently 

phrased it, McNeese and education have been a catalyst for many of the wonderful things in his life.

Foolkes 
International 
Story
Over 1,100 international students 
have graduated from McNeese. 

An International Alumni and Faculty Reception 
was recently held at the McNeese SEED Center as 
part of the yearlong celebration of McNeese State 
University’s 75th anniversary. The reception was 
sponsored by the McNeese Alumni Association, 
Office of International Programs, the Southwest 
Louisiana Economic Development Alliance and 
the McNeese International Commerce Center.
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McNeese’s radio station - KBYS - is now on the 
air at 88.3 FM and streamed at KBYS.FM. The 
station is located on Ryan Street across from 
the main campus.

KBYS is Louisiana’s first university-
community non-profit radio station. Staffed 
with volunteers from the university and 
the community, the station provides news 
and information about McNeese, local 
programming and music from the ’50, ‘60s 
and beyond to listeners in its Southwest 
Louisiana broadcast area. 

Support for KBYS is provided through 
private donations, program sponsorship 
and underwriting, business support and 
volunteers. For information on Program 
Sponsorship and Underwriting, send an 
email to info@kbys.fm or go online at 
KBYS.FM. 

You can also access KBYS – and so much 
more - with the free McNeese Mobile App 
available for Apple and Android devices. 
Download your McNeese Mobile App 
today and stay connected!
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Donor Clubs
  Active Member          $74.99 or below
  Golden Alumni          $75 to $124.99
  Sapphire Alumni       $125 to $274.99
  Diamond Alumni       $275 to $499.99
  Platinum Alumni       $500 and above

For list of donor club benefits, visit mcneesealumni.com/donorlevels

Please accept my/our gift to the 2014/15 Alumni Annual Fund of $_____________

 

I/we would like to make my/our gift in the form of:

  Check (please make check payable to the McNeese Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard)

Name on Card ______________________________________________________________________

Card Number ______________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ________________________ CSV Code  _______________________________

Billing Address (if different from your home mailing address)

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Donations can also be made online at mcneesealumni.com/annualfund

McNeese State University Alumni Association 
Annual Fund 2014-2015


